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offered in sale to the persons of quality, and fortune, through
the kingdom, always advising the mother to let them suck
plentifully m the last month, so as to render them plump,
and fat for a good table A child will make two dishes at
an entertainment for friends, and when the family dines
alone, the fore or hind quarter will make a reasonable dish,
and seasoned with a little pepper or salt will be very good
boiled on the fourth day, especially in winter.

I have reckoned upon a medium, that a child just born
will weigh 12 pounds, and in a solar year if tolerably nursed
increaseth to 28 pounds

I grant this food will be somewhat dear, and therefore
very proper for landlords, who, as they have already de-
voured most of the parents, seern to have the best title to
the children.

Infants' flesh will be in season throughout the year, but
more plentiful in March, and a little before and after, for
we are told by a grave author an eminent French physician,
that fish being a prolific diet, there are more children born
in Roman Catholic countries about nine months after Lent,
than at any other season; therefore reckoning a year after
Lent, the markets will be more glutted than usual, because
the number of Popish infants, is at least three to one m this
kingdom, and therefore it will have one other collateral ad-
vantage by lessening the number of Papists among us.

I have already computed the charge of nursing a beggar's
child (in which list I reckon all cottagers, labourers, and
four-fifths of the farmers) to be about two shillings per
annum, rags included, and I believe no gentleman would
repine to give ten shillings for the carcass of a good fat
child, which, as I have said will make four dishes of excel-
lent nutritive meat, when he hath only some particular
friend, or his own family to dine with him. Thus the
Squire will learn to be a good landlord, and grow popular
among his tenants, the mother will have eight shillings
net profit, and be fit for work till she produces another
child.

Those who are more thrifty (as I must confess the times
require) may flay the carcass; the skin of which, artificially
dressed, will make admirable gloves for ladies, and summer
boots for fine gentlemen.